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PREMIER’S OVERSEAS VISIT — CHINA 
Statement by Premier 

MR C.J. BARNETT (Cottesloe — Premier) [9.08 am]: From 7 to 11 October I visited China. My second visit 
this year focused on strengthening Western Australia’s relationships with Zhejiang province, which is our sister 
state province, and with Shanghai. Sister state relationships are important to both the Chinese government and 
the provincial government, and our successful 26-year relationship confers status on and creates a positive 
reputation for Western Australia. 

I held my first official meeting in Zhejiang with Zhejiang Governor Li Qiang, who identified trade and 
investment in agribusiness, particularly beef, including live cattle, sheep, grain and fine foods, as a future growth 
area for our relationship. Together with Zhejiang’s Vice Governor, Liang Liming, I co-chaired the fifth biennial 
Western Australia–Zhejiang Exchange Committee meeting. Organisations from Western Australia and Zhejiang 
presented on cooperative projects in areas such as health, agriculture and education that they had undertaken 
over the past two years. Chambers of commerce in Zhejiang and Western Australia have now also developed 
joint projects. I witnessed the signing of new agreements on agribusiness, oceans research and university 
collaboration. The commitment to a joint study of the potential for a live cattle trade into the province is an 
exciting development. I met with Zhejiang Party Secretary Dr Xia Baolong, who visited Western Australia last 
year as governor and who now holds the most senior position in the province. He canvassed ways of improving 
agricultural trade, particularly grain. I also raised the possibility of restarting discussions on LNG supply to 
Zhejiang province. Before leaving Hangzhou, I also met with Madame Qiao Chuanxiu, chairwoman of the 
Zhejiang People’s Political Consultative Conference. All senior leaders voiced their strong support for the 
Western Australia–Zhejiang relationship and its future potential. At a lunch in Shanghai hosted by the Australian 
Consul General, Ms Alice Cawte, academics and businesspeople shared views on future trends in China. One 
key theme was the role of clean energy in the sustainable development of China. I saw the Shanghai Planning 
and Land Resource Bureau’s quite staggering computer database for managing people, land, water, agriculture 
and planning in a city of 20 million people, over approximately 6 500 square kilometres. 

One particular issue that resonated at my meetings with government officials was food safety. In this regard, I 
found a strong interest in Western Australia’s capacity as a reliable source of safe, high-quality food products. In 
Pudong, home to the Shanghai Stock exchange, I met Mayor Jiang Liang whose responsibilities include the new 
Shanghai Free Trade Zone, a planned financial services centre, and received a detailed briefing. Mayor Jiang 
suggested that Pudong and Perth develop a sister city relationship. I have passed this on to the Lord Mayor of 
Perth. I was honoured to be presented with the keys to Pudong.  

I met with Mr He Wenbo, chairman of Baosteel, a longstanding and valued investor in Western Australia, and 
discussed his company’s future plans in the state, including the Anketell project. Finally, I met with Mr 
Zhou Bo, the Vice Mayor of Shanghai. I again raised the possibility of LNG supply to Shanghai, a concept that 
Mr Zhou agreed held great potential for both Shanghai and Western Australia.  
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